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From the President  

Dear IACA Members, 

One more year has passed and 
we continue together with the 

same ideal of improving Court 

Administration. 

 

For the New Year our focus, 
independently of other 
activities, is the International 

Conference in Washington, 
D.C., July 2017, 9-13. All 

efforts are being made by us 
and our partner, the National 
Association for Court 

Management (NACM), to make 
this Conference a great 
success. In this special issue of 

the Newsletter we show you all 
the activities we are planning 

for this Conference. 

  
We hope that all of you can 
participate, because this is a 

great opportunity to share 

information and good practices, 
besides making important 

contacts. Finally, I would like to 
send you all our best wishes for 

the New Year. 

 

Vladimir Passos de Freitas 

President  

president@iaca.ws 
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We hope many of you are planning on 
attending this summer’s joint conference co-
sponsored by IACA and the National 
Association for Court Management (NACM) 
scheduled for July 9-13, 2017 in Washington, 
D.C., the capital of the United States.  
 
As many of you know, the United States uses 
a two-tiered court system comprised of a 
federal court tier and a state court tier.  
Participants in this summer’s conference will 
include a large number of representatives 
from both the federal court system and the 
many state court systems.  As a result, the 
conference presents a unique opportunity for 
participants to meet and learn from  
representatives of both U. S. court systems. 
 
The conference planning committee has been 
hard at work developing a quality 
educational program and social activities so 
an exciting conference is in store for you.  The 
conference will be held at the Hyatt Regency 
Hotel in Crystal City, which is located very 
close to Ronald Reagan Washington National 
Airport.  
 
The theme of this international conference is 
“Excellence on a Global Scale.”  While the 
conference agenda is still being finalized, we 
wish to share with you some of the details at 
this time so you can start arranging your 
schedule to attend.  The conference will begin 
with a plenary session featuring a panel of 
Chief Justices from around the globe.  It is 
anticipated that some of the Justices will lead 
a follow up breakout session to enable 
interested attendees the opportunity to 

further interact with them and hear more 
about their area of expertise.   The joint 
IACA/NACM Educational Subcommittee is 
currently reviewing and evaluating the 80-
plus Call for Proposals submissions that have 
been received.  A draft program will be ready 
in March, 2017.  
 
An evening at the spectacular Library of 
Congress is planned for  Tuesday, July 11th.  
The event will feature appetizers, 
refreshments and live entertainment.  This 
evening will present an opportunity for 
participants to network with other IACA 
members, speakers and guests as well as 
provide the benefit and opportunity to meet 
many court administrators and judges from 
across the United States.  This conference 
presents a rare opportunity to get to know 
and to interact with a wide variety of talented 
participants in the field of court 
administration, all in one location! 
 
A major feature of this conference will be a 
large vendor exhibition with a variety of 
exhibitors displaying the latest in products 
for courts, with a heavy emphasis on court 
technology.  

IACA’s 8th International Conference 

Update 
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Having the conference in the Washington, 
D.C., area will enable visitors to explore the 
vast cultural and historical landscape of the 
city, including such locations as the White 
House, Capital Building, and many museums 
and monuments.   

 
We anticipate registration opening around 
March 1 and we hope that you will join us at 
this conference.  We look forward to seeing 
you, renewing friendships, and networking 
with new colleagues from around the world.     
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 Conference Hotel: 

The Hyatt Regency Crystal City 

At 

Reagan National Airport 

THE HISTORICAL AVERAGE HIGH AND LOW 

TEMPERATURES IN THE D.C. AREA FOR THIS 

WEEK OF JULY ARE  89°/71° F. 
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orative arts housed in the rooms. Reserva-
tions must be made at least 90 days in ad-
vance. 
 
The U.S. Supreme Court offers public lec-
tures every hour beginning on the half hour, 
Monday to Friday from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
on days when the Court is not sitting. On cer-
tain Mondays, Tuesdays, and Wednesdays 
from October to April, visitors may listen to 
an oral argument heard by the Supreme 
Court. Seating is available on a first-come, 
first-seated basis. Refer to the calendars post-
ed online for a schedule of arguments and 
court sessions. 
 
The National Mall and Memorial Parks are 
some of the most famous free attractions in 
D.C. Try visiting the monuments—such as 
the Lincoln Memorial, the World War II Me-

morial, and the FDR Memorial—at night to 
enjoy dramatic lighting and smaller crowds. 
The monuments are open 24 hours a day; 
rangers are on duty from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 
p.m. to answer questions. 

The U.S. Botanic Garden is a great place to 
visit, rain or shine. Find permanent exhibits 
such as the primeval landscape of ferns inside 
the Conservatory, walk through the home 
landscape demonstration garden of Bartholdi 
Park, or experience the National Garden, 
which focuses on mid-Atlantic plants. Check 
the website for a list of free events, including 
tours and lectures. Some preregistration is re-
quired. The Conservatory and National Gar-
den are open daily from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; 
Bartholdi Park opens at 10 a.m. and closes at 
dusk. 

Free Things To Do In Washington, D. C. 

 
This list of free 

things to do in the 
Washington, D. C., 

area was prepared by National Geo-
g r a p h i c Traveler Magazine.  Clicking on the 
red underlined text in the article will link you to 
more information about that particular attraction.  
Please note that many Washington, D.C., activi-
ties require advance reservations.  Enjoy this pre-
view of the many wonderful things to do and plac-
es to see in Washington, D. C.! 
 
Washington, D. C., is full of memorials and 
museums to visit, many of which are free to 
explore. But dig a little deeper, and you'll find 
even more activities and sites that don't cost a 
thing. Here are some ideas to get you started. 
 
Attractions 
The National Building Museum, acclaimed 
for its architectural splendor, celebrates the 
history and methods of architecture, design, 
and engineering through exhibitions and 
hands-on activities. There is a fee to see the 
exhibitions ($8 for adults; $5 for those under 
the age of 17, seniors, and students), but ac-
cess to the Great Hall is free, as are tours of 
the historic building, offered every day at 
11:30 a.m., 12:30 p.m., and 1:30 p.m., based on 
docent availability. Opening hours are Mon-
day to Saturday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., and 
Sunday from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
 
Prearranged guided tours of the Diplomatic 

Reception Rooms of the Department of State 
are conducted Monday to Friday at 9:30 a.m., 
10:30 a.m., and 2:45 p.m. While touring the 
rooms used for official functions hosted by 
the secretary of state and other government 
officials, visitors learn about the 18th-century 
American furniture, paintings, and other dec-

Register Now 

and Plan Your 

Trip! 

http://www.supremecourt.gov/
http://www.nps.gov/nama/index.htm
http://www.nps.gov/linc/index.htm
http://www.nps.gov/wwii/index.htm
http://www.nps.gov/wwii/index.htm
http://www.nps.gov/frde/index.htm
http://www.usbg.gov/
http://www.nbm.org/
https://receptiontours.state.gov/pages/home.aspx
https://receptiontours.state.gov/pages/home.aspx
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countries. Tours depart approximately every 
ten minutes from the tour desk on the A level 
and are available Monday to Friday from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturday and Sunday from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
 
On the first Sunday of every month, 
the National Museum of Women in the Arts 

offers Free Community Days. View the muse-
um's diverse permanent collection of art by 
women from the 16th century to the present 
and see rotating special exhibitions, such as a 
recent show that explored womanhood 
through Renaissance and baroque-era works 
depicting the Virgin Mary. Admission is al-
ways free to anyone age 18 and under. Open 
Monday to Saturday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
and Sunday from noon to 5 p.m. 
 
Eastern Market, located in the Capitol Hill 
neighborhood, welcomes visitors to browse a 
flea market, farmers market, and arts-and-
crafts market. The farmers market is open 
Tuesday to Friday from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m., Sat-
urday from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m., and Sunday from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. The flea market is open Sun-
day from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
 
Culture 
At the Kennedy Center Millennium Stage, 
see free performances of all types, from the 
National Symphony Orchestra to Afghan mu-
sic and dance, daily at 6 p.m. A free shuttle 
bus transports guests from the Foggy Bottom 
Metro station to the Kennedy Center. After 
the show, take the elevator up to the roof for a 
free 360-degree view of the city lit up at night. 
The Smithsonian Institution provides free 
admission to most of its 19 museums and the 
National Zoo. Many of the following also of-
fer films, workshops, craft demonstrations, 

Free Things To Do In Washington, D. C. 

The National Geographic Society headquar-

ters is home to the National Geographic Mu-
seum at Explorers Hall. View changing pho-
tography exhibitions on a variety of scientific, 
geographic, and cultural themes daily from 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m. The full gallery spaces are tick-
eted and charge admission for entry. 

 
Visitors are welcome to tour the Islamic Cen-

ter of Washington, D.C., which includes a 
library and mosque. The center offers free Ar-
abic classes and courses on Islam. Contact the 
center through its website for details and 
schedules. 
 
The African American Civil War Memorial 

and Museum offers free tours and lectures 
about the role of African-American troops in 
the Civil War. Reservations are suggested for 
groups of 20 or more. Open Tuesday to Fri-
day from 10 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.; Saturday from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.; and Sunday from noon to 4 
p.m. 
 
Admission is free at the Daughters of the 

American Revolution Museum, which exhib-
its collections of American historical objects 
and more than 30 period rooms displaying 
antique furniture from the 17th to the early 
20th centuries. The museum gallery is open 
Monday to Friday from 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
and Saturday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Docent-
led tours are every hour and half hour Mon-
day to Friday from 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. The 
period rooms are accessible for self-guided 
tours Monday to Friday from 9:30 a.m. to 4 
p.m. and Saturday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
At the Kennedy Center, take a free guided 
tour of the Hall of States and Hall of Nations, 
the main theaters, and view the artwork and 
sculptures donated to the center by foreign 

http://nmwa.org/
http://www.easternmarket-dc.org/
http://www.kennedy-center.org/programs/millennium/schedule.html
http://www.si.edu/
http://events.nationalgeographic.com/national-geographic-museum/
http://events.nationalgeographic.com/national-geographic-museum/
http://theislamiccenter.com/
http://theislamiccenter.com/
http://www.afroamcivilwar.org/
http://www.afroamcivilwar.org/
http://www.dar.org/museum
http://www.dar.org/museum
http://www.kennedy-center.org/visitor/tours.html
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nue between Dupont Circle and the National 
Cathedral known as Embassy Row, and pass 
by many of the foreign embassies located in 
the District. Kids can go trick-or-treating at 
most of the embassies on Halloween. 
 
The Carnegie Institute of Washington hosts 
free monthly lectures on timely scientific top-
ics. These Capital Science Evenings were 
launched in 1991 to make science more acces-
sible to the general public (and are now also 
available via webcast). Check the website for 
details and schedules; registration is recom-
mended. 
 
The Shakespeare Theatre Company's Hap-

penings Happy Hour at the Harman Center 
for the Arts presents free monthly perfor-
mances featuring local musicians, dancers, 
actors, and puppeteers, including the Wash-
ington Balalaika Society and Liz Lerman 
Dance Exchange. No reservations required; 
check the website for details. 
 
Admittance to the National Gallery of Art 

Sunday Evening Concerts is on a first-come, 
first-served basis. Seating begins at 6 p.m.; 
concerts begin at 6:30 p.m. on the second and 
fourth Sunday of every month from May to 
October. 
 
Explore Mexican culture and art at 
the Mexican Cultural Institute, a mansion 
turned art gallery. Open Monday to Friday 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Saturday from 
noon to 4 p.m. (only during exhibitions). 
During the week, admission to the permanent 
collection at the Phillips Collection is by do-
nation only (Tuesday to Friday from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.). The cost of admission to a ticketed 
exhibition is $12 for adults and $10 for stu-

Free Things To Do In Washington, D. C. 

special tours, gallery talks, lectures, seminars, 
and/or performances (check each museum's 
website for details and schedules): the Ana-

costia Community Museum, the Freer Gal-

lery of Art and Arthur M. Sackler Gallery, 
the Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Gar-

den, the National Air and Space Museum, 
the National Museum of African Art, the Na-

tional Museum of American History, the Na-

tional Museum of Natural History, the Na-

tional Museum of the American Indian, the 
National Portrait Gallery, the National Post-

al Museum, the Smithsonian American Art 

Museum and the Renwick Gallery, and the 
Smithsonian Institution Building, also 
known as the Castle. 

Take a guided tour of the Folger Shakespeare 

Library building, including a glimpse of 
Shakespeare's First Folio. The Folger is open 
to the public Monday to Saturday from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday from noon to 5 
p.m. Docents lead tours Monday to Friday at 
11 a.m. and 3 p.m., Saturday at 11 a.m. and 1 
p.m., and Sunday at 1 p.m. The reading room 
is open to the public every Saturday from 
noon to 1 p.m. At 10 a.m. and 11 a.m. every 
first and third Saturday of the month from 
April to October, docents lead tours of the 
Elizabethan Garden, the design of which was 
inspired by the Bard's plays. 
 
The Library of Congress offers guided tours 
of the Thomas Jefferson Building Monday to 
Friday starting on every half hour from 10:30 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m.; and Saturday at 10:30 and 
11:30 a.m. and 1:30 and 2:30 p.m. Visitors 
should arrive at least 15 minutes early for a 
security check. 
 
Walk along the stretch of Massachusetts Ave-

http://www.embassy.org/
https://carnegiescience.edu/event-category/1659
http://www.shakespearetheatre.org/tickets/happenings.aspx
http://www.shakespearetheatre.org/tickets/happenings.aspx
http://www.nga.gov/content/ngaweb/calendar/concerts.html?category=Concerts&pageNumber=1
http://www.nga.gov/content/ngaweb/calendar/concerts.html?category=Concerts&pageNumber=1
http://www.instituteofmexicodc.org/
http://www.phillipscollection.org/
http://anacostia.si.edu/
http://anacostia.si.edu/
http://www.asia.si.edu/
http://www.asia.si.edu/
http://www.hirshhorn.si.edu/collection/home/
http://www.hirshhorn.si.edu/collection/home/
http://airandspace.si.edu/
http://africa.si.edu/
http://americanhistory.si.edu/
http://americanhistory.si.edu/
http://www.mnh.si.edu/
http://www.mnh.si.edu/
http://www.nmai.si.edu/
http://www.nmai.si.edu/
http://www.npg.si.edu/
http://postalmuseum.si.edu/
http://postalmuseum.si.edu/
http://americanart.si.edu/
http://americanart.si.edu/
http://americanart.si.edu/renwick/
http://www.si.edu/Museums/smithsonian-institution-building
http://www.folger.edu/
http://www.folger.edu/
http://www.loc.gov/
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Seats are limited; tickets are distributed 30 
minutes before each show. 
 
Part of the Smithsonian Institution, 
the National Zoo charges no admission. Giant 
pandas Mei Xiang and Tian Tian and their 
cub Bao Bao are the big attractions. The 
grounds are open daily from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
and exhibits are open from 10 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. 
 
The National Building Museum hosts free 
annual family festivals featuring hands-on 
activities and performances. Check the web-
site for the dates of the Discover Engineering 
Family Day, the National Cherry Blossom 
Festival Family Day, and the Big Build. 
 
D.C.'s beloved Politics & Prose Bookstore 
holds occasional readings for children, as well 
as author talks for adults and other events 
that are free and open to the public. 
The Smithsonian Institution offers many 
programs for children and families, including 
storytelling, special tours, family days, arts 
and crafts, and other hands-on activities. At 
the Imaginasia Family Program at the Freer 
and Sackler Gallery, children and adults view 
an exhibition and then make a craft related to 
the exhibit. 

See an active beehive, a "water-wise garden," 
and other environmental exhibits at the Rock 

Creek Park Nature Center, open Wednesday 
to Sunday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. The center's 
planetarium presents shows exploring the so-
lar system and galaxy on Wednesdays at 4 
p.m. and on Saturdays and Sundays at 1 p.m. 
and 4 p.m. Free tickets are available at the na-
ture center's information desk a half hour be-
fore the show. Monthly evening stargaz-

Free Things To Do In Washington, D. C. 

dents and seniors. (The museum has extend-
ed hours every Thursday from 5 to 8:30 p.m.) 
A dozen or so art galleries in Dupont Circle 
hold open houses on the first Friday of the 
month from 6 to 8 p.m. 
 
Experience the song, dance, performance, 
crafts, and food of diverse cultural traditions 
at the Smithsonian Folklife Festival, held on 
the National Mall for two weeks every sum-
mer (overlapping the Fourth of July holiday). 
The Folger Shakespeare Library cele-
brates Shakespeare's birthday on a Sunday in 
April from noon to 4 p.m. A variety of enter-
tainment is offered, including performances, 
lectures, poetry readings, sword-fighting les-
sons for kids and, of course, birthday cake. 
Check the website for the date and full sched-
ule of events. 
 
The ethnically diverse Adams Morgan neigh-
borhood hosts the Adams Morgan Day Festi-

val on the second Sunday in September, of-
fering food, crafts, and entertainment to cele-
brate the multicultural area. 
 
Food/Drink 
Enjoy complimentary wine tasting every 
Tuesday from 6 to 8 p.m. at Bistrot Lepic's 
wine bar on Wisconsin Avenue in 
Georgetown. 
Check out Bar DC for a comprehensive listing 
of drink and food specials throughout the 
city. 
 
Kids 
The National Theatre hosts free performanc-
es for children Saturdays at 9:30 a.m. and 11 
a.m. Past shows include an interactive presen-
tation of the story of baseball great Jackie 
Robinson by Bright Star Touring Theatre. 

http://nationalzoo.si.edu/default.cfm
http://www.nbm.org/families-kids/festivals
http://www.politics-prose.com/
http://www.si.edu/
http://www.asia.si.edu/events/imaginasia.asp
http://www.nps.gov/rocr/planyourvisit/naturecenter.htm
http://www.nps.gov/rocr/planyourvisit/naturecenter.htm
http://www.firstfridaydupont.org/
http://www.festival.si.edu/
http://www.folger.edu/shakespeares-birthday
http://www.adamsmorgandayfest.com/
http://www.adamsmorgandayfest.com/
http://www.bistrotlepic.com/wine-tasting.php
http://www.bardc.com/happyhour
http://thenationaldc.org/childrens-programming/
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Dumbarton Oaks, a research institute run by 
Harvard University, includes ten acres of for-
mal gardens. Although admission is charged 
from March 15 to October 31, you can visit for 
free from November 1 to March 14 between 2 
and 5 p.m. The museum is open from 11:30 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and is always free. Closed 
Mondays. 
 
Experience the famous National Cherry Blos-

som Festival in late March and early April. 
Highlights of the festival include a parade 
(grandstand tickets are $20, but viewing along 
the route between 9th and 15th Streets NW is 
free) and the Blossom Kite Festival, which 
showcases kites from around the country. 
Didn't bring one? Kids can make their own 
kites at an activity station. Some events are 
ticketed; check the website for details. 
 
During the summer, bring your blanket and 

picnic supper to the National Mall and view 

classic films at the outdoor Screen on the 

Green. These free film screenings are shown 

at sunset every Monday from July to August. 

 
 

Free Things To Do In Washington, D. C. 

ing sessions are hosted from April to Novem-
ber. 
 
Outdoors 
Walk, bike, or cycle the Mount Vernon Trail, 
an 18-mile stretch that runs from Mount 
Vernon to Theodore Roosevelt Island and 
borders the Potomac River on the Virginia 
side, offering a great view of the D.C. skyline. 
Dedicated to the 26th president—an avowed 
naturalist who loved to hike in the region's 
"wild" areas—Theodore Roosevelt Island of-
fers roughly two and a half miles of peaceful 
pathways on boardwalk and gravel. Check 
the website for free ranger-led programs. 
 
Explore 446 acres of gardens at the National 

Arboretum, including the National Bonsai 
and Penjing Museum (open Friday to Mon-
day, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.), the National Herb 
Garden, and the National Grove of State 
Trees. The arboretum grounds are open Fri-
day to Monday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
 
At Arlington National Cemetery, watch the 
changing of the guard at the Tomb of the Un-
known Soldier. The guard changes every half 
hour from April 1 to September 30 between 8 
a.m. and 7 p.m. and every hour for the rest of 
the year between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
 
Explore the many offerings of Rock Creek 

Park, including the historic Peirce Mill and 

Barn, open Wednesday to Sunday from noon 
to 4 p.m. See a demonstration of corn grind-
ing on the second and fourth Saturdays of 
each month from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. The park 
also offers free ranger-led programs through 
different trails and sites. 

http://www.doaks.org/
http://www.nationalcherryblossomfestival.org/
http://www.nationalcherryblossomfestival.org/
http://www.dcoutdoorfilms.com/schedule.html
http://www.dcoutdoorfilms.com/schedule.html
http://www.nps.gov/gwmp/planyourvisit/mtvernontrail.htm
http://www.nps.gov/this/index.htm
http://www.usna.usda.gov/index.html
http://www.usna.usda.gov/index.html
http://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/
http://www.nps.gov/rocr/index.htm
http://www.nps.gov/rocr/index.htm
http://www.peircemill-friends.org/
http://www.peircemill-friends.org/
http://www.etraveltrips.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/National-Zoo-Pandas.jpg
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Memories of Past IACA Conferences 

2005 Conference—Verona, Italy 

2004—IACA’s First Conference—Ljubljana, Slovenia 
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Memories of Past IACA Conferences 

2010 Conference—Port of Spain, Trinidad 

IACA Advisory Council 

2008 Conference—Dublin, Ireland 



2011 Conference—Bogor, Indonesia 
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Memories of Past IACA Conferences 

2011 Conference—Bogor, Indonesia 

2012 Conference—The Hague, Netherlands 
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Memories of Past IACA Conferences 

 

 

 

 

2013 Conference—Buenos Aires, Argentina 

2014 Conference—Dubai 
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Memories of Past IACA Conferences 

 

 

 

 

2014 Conference—Sydney, Australia 

2016 Conference—The Hague, Netherlands 


