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EXPANDING IACA HORIZONS 

It´s not an easy task to gather 

leaders in Court Administration 

from around the world and bring 

them together in something that 

can be useful for different justice 

systems. This is not only an IACA 

proposal but, in fact, our reality.  

A tremendous step was taken in 

our International Conference in 

Washington D.C., United States of 

America. During four days, we had 

conferences and panels with the 

best experts in the world. Starting 

with a presentation by four Justices 

from Supreme Courts of Belize, 

Kentucky, South Africa and China, 

to an extremely modern session 

about the impact of technology in 

courts, we had opportunity to learn 

best practices to improve the 

judicial system. 

Now we are preparing for the next 

International Conference, in Iguaçu 

Falls (Foz do Iguaçu, in 

Portuguese), Paraná State, Brazil. 

The city is very well prepared to 

receive tourists. It is on the border 

with Argentina and Paraguay, has 

excellent hotels and the special 

attraction of the Falls and its 

National Park, listed as UNESCO 

World Heritage Site. 

Besides conferences, IACA is 

moving ahead with its expansion 

plans, through special interest 

commissions, developing new 

rules for membership, better 

communication through social 

media, creation of “The Court 

Administrator”, with practical 

articles, strengthening of the 

Journal and a project for a 

historical research of IACA’s 

activities and documents from its 

beginning. 
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Important Dates  

to Remember:
IACA Conference 
September 16-19,2018 
Iguazú Falls, Brazil

Inside this Issue: 

From The President  

IACA/NACM Joint 

Annual Conference 

Memories From IACA/ 

NACM Joint Annual 

Conference 

A Gift for Your Support 

Vladimir Freitas, IACA President 



P a g e  2

I A C A  N e w s l e t t e r

To make all our plans become a reality, we 

need the participation of all our members. 

Therefore, I would like to ask everyone to 

collaborate in some way, for example, by 

sending news for publication on 

Facebook, articles for the Journal and The 

Court Administrator, etc. I am always 

available for you, including direct contact 

through email: president@iaca.ws 

Let’s go together! 

Vladimir Passos de Freitas 

President 

president@iaca.ws 

IACA Vice Presidents 

Carline Ameerali 

Vice President, European Board 

ameerali.icty@un.org 

HE Justice Ali Al Madhani 

Vice-President, Middle East 

ali.almadhani@difccourts.ae 

Pamela Harris  

Vice President, International Associations 

pamela.harris@mdcourts.gov 

Simon Jiyane 

Vice President, Africa Board 

sj@pholo.co.za 

Judge Madiyar Balken   

Vice President, Central Asia & India 

mbalken@mail.ru 

Oleg Shakov 

Vice President, North American Board 

oleg.shakov@fja-cmf.gc.ca 

Luis María Palma  

Vice President, Central & South America 

luismariapalma@yahoo.com.ar 

Louise Anderson    

Vice President, South Asia & Australia 

louise.anderson@supremecourt.vic.gov.au 

Geralyn Busnardo 

Vice President, Corporate and NGO Services 

geralyn.busnardo@gmail.com 

Alice Rose Thatch 

Philanthropy Director of IACA Publications 

aliceroset_pdir@cox.net 
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IACA/NACM Joint Annual Conference 

The 2017 IACA/NACM joint conference took 
place in July in Washington, D.C.  For those 
of you who missed it, you missed a fantastic 
conference!  The conference was held at the 
Hyatt Regency hotel in Crystal City, a 
location very convenient to the Washington 
airport.  To say this sold out conference was 
large is an understatement – around 800 
attendees from more than 40 countries joined 
together for a week of learning, networking, 
and, of course, fun.   

The conference kicked off with an interesting 
plenary session panel whose members 
included Kenneth Benjamin, Chief Justice of 
the Supreme Court of Belize; John Minton, 
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of 
Kentucky; Mogoeng Mogoeng, Chief Justice 
of the Republic of South Africa; and MA 
Yuanjie, Judge of the Judicial Reform Office 
of the Supreme People’s Court.  Mary 
McQueen, a good friend to IACA and the 
President of the National Center for State 
Courts served as the panel’s moderator.  The 
panel discussed some of today’s challenges to 
the Rule of Law and the independence of the 
judiciary and the important role court 
professionals play in advancing the effective 
administration of justice.  It was truly a 
remarkable occasion to have judicial officers 
from four continents together on one stage to 
discuss both special areas of interests as well 
as common concerns.  This was a conference 
highlight for sure.   

The numerous conference breakout sessions 
had something for everybody and all were 
well attended.  Another conference highlight 

that was specific to IACA attendees was the 
IACA  luncheon meeting during which 
United States Court of Appeals Judge Allyson 
Kay Duncan spoke.  Judge Duncan serves as 
the current chair of the International Judicial 
Relations Committee of the U.S. Judicial 
Conference.  She has traveled extensively, 
speaking and working on topics involving 
Human Rights law, Counter-Terrorism, 
Trademark and Copyright Infringement, and 
Appellate Practice and Procedure.  Judge 
Duncan’s comments were heartfelt as she has 
a passion for international outreach.  Judge  
Duncan welcomed questions and comments 
from the audience and there was a long line 
of IACA attendees waiting to speak with her 
personally immediately following the 
meeting.   

On a more social note, the Tuesday night 
outing to the Library and Congress was 
spectacular!  The location was breathtaking 
and the food was outstanding.  This was a 
wonderful time for attendees to network and 
socialize with each other, as well as visit the 

IACA/NACM Joint Annual Conference 
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many exhibit areas in the Library of 
Congress.  It was a memorable event for all. 

Prior to the conference, the IACA Board met 
to discuss many topics, one being the location 
of the next IACA conference.  President 
Frietas is working to host the next conference 
in Iguazú Falls, Brazil in September 2018.  More 
details will be coming as the planning begins for this 
exciting conference.  Please mark your calendars 
now for September 16-19, 2018 so you can be sure to 
attend!   



P a g e  5

I A C A  N e w s l e t t e r

MEMORIES FROM IACA/NACM JOINT ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

JULY 9-13, 2017 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 
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A GIFT FOR YOUR SUPPORT 
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Please show your support for IACA through 
a $25 (USD) voluntary donation. For each $25 
donation, you will receive a solid pewter 
medallion of IACA's official emblem. The 
medallion, manufactured in America’s cradle 
of liberty - Massachusetts - is 76.2 mm wide 
by 63.5 mm high by 15.8 mm thick. It is 
backed with felt to protect wood and other 
surfaces. Besides being a beautiful decorative 
piece to remind you of your commitment to 
IACA, the medallion also can be used as a 
paperweight to maintain order among your 
documents. 
A small shipping and handling fee will be 
charged to cover the expense. For United 

States shipments, $8 plus $2 for each 
additional medallion shipping and handling 
will be charged. For international shipments, 
$13 plus $3 additional per medallion will be 
charged. A medallion will be shipped for each 
$25 increment of your donation. Please enter 
the number of medallions you would like to 
total your donation amount. 

To make your donation and to receive your 
medallion, please click on the following link: 
http://www.iaca.ws/support-iaca.html 

Please be sure to visit IACA's Resource Directory on the IACA web site 

where you will find lots of great material on a broad variety of justice-

related topics.   

http://www.iaca.ws/support-iaca.html


To learn more about who is eligible, our fee 
structure, and to join us, please visit IACA’s 
website at http://www.iaca.ws/join-iaca.html Publishes IACA’s Newsletter

Ljubljana, Slovenia
Verona, Italy
Dublin, Ireland
Istanbul, Turkey
Trinidad and Tobago
Jakarta / Bogar, Indonesia
Peace Palace,Peace Palace, The Hague
Buenos Aires, Argentina
Dubai, UAE
Sydney, Australia
The Hague
Washington, DC, USA

Directed by an International Executive Board
and Advisory Council.

Sponsors international and regional 
conferences. Past conferences include:

BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP:
Extensive Resource Library

Access to past conference materials

Social networking with the ability 
to create special discussion groups 
and invite members

Discounted conference attendance rates

We welcome your interest in IACA and urge
you to consider joining us through one of our
categories of membership and participating in 
our conferences.  We also encourage all current 
and future members to actively involve them-
selves in IACA’s future development and 
expansion through taking on leadership roles 
at the regional and national levels.  We are a 
dynamic organization and perpetually interested 
in ideas and suggestions as to how we might 
improve and expand the services we provide.

IJCA is a bi-annual electronic journal
which focuses on court, judicial, and
justice system administration, and 
governance.

The newsletter is a quarterly publication
focused on news from around the world
on courts, their practices, and news
related to IACA.

Members include judges, administrators, 
academics and others from around the world.

http://www.iacajournal.org
http://www.iaca.ws
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